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judgment. At Gottingen, however, he received an important influence from his teacher, G. E. Schulze (known by the revived scepticism of his JSnesidemus), who advised him to study Plato and Kant before Aristotle and Spinoza, From 1811 to 1818 he was at Berlin, where he heard Fichte, but was not impressed. In 1813 the degree of Doctor of Philosophy was conferred on him at Jena for the dissertation On the Fourfold Root of the Principle of Sufficient Reason (Ueber die vierfache Wurzel des Satses vom zu~ reichenden Grunde, 2nded., 1847). This was the first result of his Kantian studies. In the same year he began to be acquainted with Goethe at Weimar, where his mother and sister had gone to reside in 1806. A consequence of this acquaintance was that he took up and further developed Goethe's theory of colours. His dissertation Ueber das Seken und die Farben was published in 1816. A second edition did not appear till 1854; but in the meantime he had published a restatement of his doctrine in Latin, entitled Tkeoria Golorum Physioloyica (1880). This, however, was an outlying part of his work. He had already been seized by the impulse to set forth the system of philosophy that took shape in him, as he says, by some formative 6